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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings were received on January 17 th , 2006. These drawings are 
acceptable. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the double patenting rejection of claims 1- 
24 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see section II, filed January 17 th , 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 under 102(b) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 

Double Patenting 

4. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Long/, 759 F.2d 887, 225 

USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel } All F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 .130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

5. Claims 1-24 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 17-36 of 
copending Application No. 10/242,666 in view of Tokunaga (US 6,344,715). The 
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following is an example for comparing claim 1 of this application to claim 23 (which 
contains all of the limitations of claim 17) of copending application 10/242,666. 



10/615,938 (Claim 1) 


10/242,666 (Claim 23) 


US 6,344,715 


A display device which, 


A display device for 




according to pixel data 


displaying an image 




tor eacn pixel oaseo on 


corresponaing 10 an mpui 




an input image signal, 


video signal in 




displays an image 


accordance with pixel 




corresponding to the 


data of each pixel based 




input image signal, 


on said input video 




comprising: 


signal, comprising: 




A display panel, having a 


A display panel having a 




front substrate and rear 


front substrate and a 




substrate positioned in 


oacK suDsiraie opposing 




opposition such that a 


each other across a 




discharge space is 


discharge space 




Turmeu ueiwcen ine iruru 






substrate and rear 






substrate 






a plurality of row 


A plurality of row 




electrode pairs provided 


electrode pairs arranged 




on an inner surface of the 


on an inner surface of 
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front substrate such that 


said front substrate, a 




each row electrode pair 


plurality of column 




defines a display line, 


electrodes arranged on 




and a plurality of column 


an inner surface of said 




electrodes arranged on 


back substrate to 




an inner surface of the 


intersect with said row 




rear substrate such that 


electrode pairs, 




tne plurality ot column 






electrode intersect the 






plurality of row electrode 






pairs 






and such that a unit light 


and an unit light emission 




emission area including a 


region formed at each of 




first discharge cell and a 


intersections of said row 




second discharge cell is 


electrode pairs and said 




formed at each 


column electrodes and 




intersecting portion of the 


including a first discharge 




plurality of row electrode 


cell and a second 




pairs ana me plurality ot 


aiscnarge cen naving a 




column electrodes, the 


light absorbing layer; 




second discharge cell 






having a light-absorbing 
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layer and 






A secondary electron 




Material layer: 17 in fig. 6 


emission material layer 




Rear Substrate: 201 in 


such that the secondary 




fig. 6 


electron emission 




Also note column 7, lines 


material layer is formed 




53-57 


on or near tne rear 






substrate within each of 






the second discharge 






cells; 






Addressing means for 


Addressing means for 




applying scan pulses 


sequentially applying a 




sequentially to one of the 


scanning pulse to one 




row electrodes in each of 


row electrode of each 




the row electrode pairs 


said row electrode pair 




and applying a pixel data 


while sequentially 




pulse derived from the 


applying each said 




pixel data to each of the 


column electrode with 




column eieciroaes, Tor 


pixel (Jala puio&o 




one display line at a time, 


corresponding to said 




with the same timing as 


pixel data one display 




the scan pulse, to 


line by one display line at 
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selectively induce 


the same timing as said 




address discharge in the 


scanning pulse to 




second discharge cells, 


selectively produce an 




thereby setting the first 


address discharge in said 




discharge cells into either 


second discharge cell to 




d III bldlc Ul IIUU all 


cpf QZjiH firct HiQpharnp 
oci odivj iiioL vjiooiiaiyc; 




extinguished state; and 


cell to one of a lit cell 






state and an unlit cell 






state; and 




Sustain means for 


Sustaining means for 




repeatedly applying a 


repeatedly applying a 




sustain pulse to each of 


sustain pulse to each 




the row electrode pairs to 


said row electrode pair to 




inuuce oUoidin uibundiyc 


nroH ii pp q ciiQtoin 

fJILMJUVsw d OUOlClM 1 




only in those of the first 


discharge only in said 




discharge cells which are 


first discharge cell set in 




in the lit state. 


said lit cell state. 




Reset means for applying 


Resetting means for 




d jjuoiiivc? puicii iiy i coci 


annlvina a reset Dulse 




pulse to at least one of 


between one row 




two row electrodes in 


electrode of said row 




each said row electrode 


electrode pair and one 
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pair, prior to the address 
discharge caused by the 

*^r\f\ ccinn rv^ none 

auaressing rneans, 


row electrode of an 
adjacent row electrode 

pair prior lO oalU auaicss 

discharge by said 
addressing means (claim 
23 body) 




to induce reset discharge 

dUIUoo lilt? L/UIUIIMI 

electrode and the row 
electrode pair in each 
second discharge cell. 


to produce a reset 

UloUl Idl yt? III oalU oCUUIIU 

discharge cell, (claim 23 
body) 





6. As can be seen above, claim 23 of copending application 10/242,666 differs from 
claim 1 of the application in not having a secondary electron emission layer on or near 
the rear substrate. However, Tokunaga teaches a display device having a secondary 
electron emission material later (17 in fig. 6) on or near a rear substrate (201 in fig. 6). 

7. Therefore, at the time of the applicant's invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to include a secondary electron emission material layer 
on or near the rear substrate in the currently pending application. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to improve the priming effect further (Tokunaga, col. 8, lines 
3-4). 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection. 

* 

Conclusion 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Will Boddie whose telephone number is (571) 272-0666. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 - 4:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Wlb AMR A. AWAD 



3/3/06 




